REC'D FEB 21 1958 
Vk s— FH 


PICTURESCOPE Newsletter of the 


LY PICTURE DIVISION 


Special Libraries Association 


Volume V #4 December 1957 
Editors Minna H, Breuer 
CONVENTION 
SPICIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION 
Hotel Sherman, Chicago, Illinois, June 8-12, 1958 


PICTURE DIVISION PROGRAM (tentative) 
Sunday, June 8 
Evening Advisory Council Entertainment 
Monday, June 9 
Morning SLA General Session 
Afternoon Tour to Chicago Historical Society, Margaret Scriven, hostess 
Evening Panel: "Picture Sources" based on forthcoming publication of 
the Picture Division, Helen Faye, chairman. 
Tuesday, June 10 
Morning SLA General Session 
Afternoon Tour to W. F, Hall Printing Co. (with Publishing Division) 
Cocktail party at Johnson Publishing Co, (with Publishing 
Division) 
Evening SLA Advisory Council Meeting 
Wednesday, June ll 
Morning SLA General Session 
Luncheon Picture Division Business meeting (guest speaker to be 
announced ) 
Afternoon Independent tours to museums, libraries, industries 
Evening SLA Banquet 
Thursday, June 12 
Morning Workshop in Periodical Indexing (members of Picture Division 
are invited to attend) 


Members are urged to send questions and suggestions for topics for discussion 
at the convention to Convention Program Chairman, Mrs. Alice P, Hook, 
Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio, Cincinnati 21, Ohio. 





PICTURE DIVISION ELECTIONS 
Suggestions for candidates wanted 


Looking ahead to the election of a 1958-1960 slate this spring, the 
Nominating Committee welcomes suggestions from the members at large on 
candidates for Vice-Chairman (Chairman-elect) and Secretary-Treasurer 

of the Division, As the ballots mst be prepared and in the mails before 
April let, an early response is necessary, Send suggestions to the 
Chairman of the Nominating Committee, Mise Mildred L. Joy, Chief Librarian, 
National Broadcasting Company, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N.Y. 
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DIRUOTORY NEWS 

At a meeting of the comnittee for the Picture Division's Directory to 
Sources of Still Pictures, it was decided that the official committee members 
shall be: 








Chairman: Mra, Helen Faye 

Editor: Mrs, Darthula Fallister 
Production Manager: Peter Dinella 
Secretary-Treasurer: Celestine Gilligan 
Committeewoman: Betty Hale 


About 300 sources have sent in answers to the questionnaires which the 
committee has been sending out since June, These have been edited and written up 
in final form by our editor, Mrs.Darthule Pallister. The committee is extremely 
lucky to have the services of a professional editor in Mre, Pallister and we are 
grateful to her for undertaking this huge job. 

The scheduling of the completion of the Directory is as follows: 

February 1: Last date on which questionnaires will be 
accepted for inclusion in the Directory. 
June 1: Tentative publication date, 

Application has been made to the SLA Committee on Non-Serial Publications for 
sponsorship of the project and we are now awaiting their decision. Members of the 
Committee and its volunteer workers are proceeding with the indexing and other 
editorial work, 

It would be very exciting if we could get the Directory published in time 
for this year's Convention at Chicago, and it is to that end that we are directing 
our efforts. 
~- Helen Faye 





WASHINGTON PICTURE GROUP 
A luncheon meeting was held November 25, 1957 at the 
National Housing Center, A postponed election of officers was held and the 
following were elected: 
Chairman: George &, Pettengill, American Institute of Architects 
Vice-Chairman: Joe Doan Thomas, Still Pictures Section, National Archives 
Secretary-Treasurer: Mrs, Edna Jones, Plant Industry Station Library 
(Beltsville, Md.) 


Mr, Thomas gave a report on the Graphic Arte program at the recent meeting 
of the Society of American Archivists. 


- George E, Pettengill 


NEW YORK PICTURE GROUP 

"A film strip is basically a series of still pictures 
photographed on a single length of 25 mm film, It is an improvement over the slide 
method of showing pictures, It is inexpensive to produce and distribute, it is 
portable, it is convenient, it is an excellent stimlant to group discussion, 
It is NOT a cheap imitation of a motion picture," 

The New York Group heard this description and a variety of other information 
from Jerry Oberwager when he spoke at the meeting held at The New York Public 
Library, November 7, 1957. 

Now Director of Audio-Visual School Service, he has produced film strips for 
the UN and for UN&SCO and has taught the mking of film strips at Columbia 
University. 

Mr, Oberwager discussed the uses and types of film strips rather than the 
techniques of production, In the course of the talk he presented several film 
strips made under his direction, illustrative of the various points he discussed, 

Some of the main problems involved in production of a film strip are: 
aesthetic value;educational value; method of handling the subject; distribution, 
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The last is solved very simply - Audio-Visual School Service produces the 
strips and distributes them free on request to schools throughout the country, 
but the sponsoring company remains the owner, paying the very small cost of 
distribution as well as the larger costs of production. 

Handling of the subject requires mich thought and a careful analysis of the 
uses to which the film will be put. Since Audio-Visual Service produces strips 
to be used by schools, there mst be an understanding of the age level involved, 
as well as close consideration of the type of illustrations desirable. Some 
subjects are better dealt with in cartoons, others in actual photographs or in 
a combination of both. 

The filmstrips Mr, Oberwager showed ranged from a cartoon-type on the 
advantage of coexistence and conferences over war and bombs ("There Shall be 
Peace", made for the UN) to an all-photograph strip on how to cut and tie the 
umbilical cord. Here, incidently, we saw an unusual example of common-sense 
combined with imagination. The strip was mde by Chinese students at Columbia 
University for use in backward regions of China, where neither doctor or midwife 
may be available. The students realized that tools even as common as our scissors, 
may be unknown or not at hand where the strip would be used. They scoured New 
York's Chinatown for items that could be found easily in any Chinese village 
and used only these in the photographs. 

Several of the film strips were in color. One on how to use a pattern to 
make a blouse, clarified the process with astonishing simplicity. Another, on 
the history of bread was a series of drawings in color; in each frame the style 
of the drawing imitated art of the period of the scene, from prehistoric cave 
painting to an American Primitive. For the 20th century the sponsor's bakery 
and bread were photographed in color, This strip, Jerry Oberwager told us, 
delighted social studies teachers and was widely sought by art history teachers 
because of the excellence of the artwork which reflected careful research and 
meticulous care in capturing the spirit of each century. 

This was a fascinating talk on a subject few of us knew much about. Members 
may be interested in writing Mr. Oberwager. His address is: 114 East 31st Street, 
New York 16, N.Y. 

William J, Sloan, Chairman of the Group, presided. He introduced the cuest 
speaker and the new officers of -the Group: Pearl Moeller, Vice-Chairman, and 
Whitney Morgan, Secretary-Treasurer. 

- Molli Ochab 
Picture Collection, NYPL 


NEWARK JUBILEE 


The Picture Collection of the Newark Public Library has been 
celebrating a Jubilee Year = its 55th - with an exhibition in the Third Floor 
Gallery at the Library, through December and January. The Collection was begun 
in 1902 under the aegis of John Cotton Dana. For many years, the recently 
retired Marcelle Frebault headed the staff, 


MUSEUM PRINT COLLECTION ENRICHED 
Miss Grace Mayer, Curator of Prints at the 

Museum of the City of New York reports an important acquisition. The family of 
the late Harry T, Peters gave a large portion of his great Currier and Ives 
collection to the mseum, This was supplemented by Mr. Gerald Le Vino's gift of 
127 Currier and Ives lithographs of New York views. By these gifts the museum 
becomes the owner of the most complete collection of prints by this American firm, 

A second acquisition provides a vital record of many phases of life in 
New York City from 1937-1949; this is the gift made by Cowles Publications, Inc. 
of negatives from Look archives, This will be added to annually. 
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Beirne, Francis F, 
Baltimore . . . a Picture History. New York: Hastings House, 1957. $5. 


This is a modest attractive record which is far higher in calibre than most 
memorial publications of pretentious format. Here is imaginative picture 
layout on the arts and industries of this historic city. Picture sources 
are carefully listed, Recommended for collections on local history. 


Ellis, C, Hamilton 
Picture History of Ships. New York: Macmillan, 1957. $5.95 


Printed by letter=-press, this is an easy-to-look-at browsing type of picture 
book, As with most British publications the credits are carefully listed - 
which reminds us that we must give credit to Picture Post Library, London, 
without which this book could not have been produced, This is a general 
introduction to the subject, rather than a book for the specialist, 


Ferm, Vergilius 
Pictorial History of Protestantism, New York: Philosophical Library, 1957. $10. 


By crowded massing, hundreds of illustrations, prints, cartoons and photographs 
were brought together to make a single volume on this subject. It includes 
major and minor religious sects, incidents and personalities. The text is 
informative and well-balanced in relation to the pictorial matter. It is a good 
tool for quick reference and identification of pictures on this vast subject. 


Held, Robert 


The Age of Firearms: a Pictorial History. Research assistance and book desizn 
by Nancy Jenkins, New York: Harper, 1957. $7.50 


A close collaboration between writer and artist accounts for this visually 
pleasing book on small arms, By overprinting of areas in different colors, 
the monotony of offset printing was avoided. A scholarly, lively story mde 
graphic by drawings and early engravings on every page. Thorough and precise, 


the bibliography forms an index to the main historical sources for pictures 
on this subject, 


Life Magazine, Editors of 
America's Arts and Skills. New York: Dutton, 1957. $13.95 


A fine color-full picture log of the beauty of America's crafts, particularly 
in the artifacts of daily living. Chronologically arranged, the pictures 
discover the persistence of a high Standard and an indigenous tradition, 

The text is authoritative and economical. The list of credits and the index 
contribute to its usefulness as a picture source locator, 


Stewart, Bertram 


The Library and the Picture Collection of the Port of London Authority. 
London: The Richards Press, 1955. $3.50 


An ideal picture catalog of a special library. The section on the picture 
collection is illustrated in color and black and white to show typical scenes 
that make up this pictorial archive, The index does not distinguish between 
picture and text references, 


Based on reviews by members of the staff of. the Picture 
Collection of The New York Public Library. These notes 
were abstracted and edited by Molli Ochab. 
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ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION OF PICTURE QOLLECTIONS 
a selected list of references prepared by Romana Javitz 
for the seminar on pictures held on May 27-28, 1957, as 
part of the SLA Convention at Boston. 


Methods and systems for the organization of knowledge as recorded 
in words do not serve for the organization of the pictorial record, 
As yet, principles have not been established for the handling of 
the vast masses of pictorial documents that have accumlated in the 
century of the camera and the decades of photo-mechanical means for 
the reproduction of imges, 


Three manuals have been published on library picture collections, 
These are concerned with collections of clippings and reproductions 
organized primarily for the use of students and teachers. The two 
largest general picture libraries that serve a wider use, those of 
the Library of Congress and The New York Public Library, have not 
published manuals of their procedures, 


The most recent information on methods in use for the handling and 
classification of pictures can be found in PICTURESCOPE, newsletter 
of the Picture Division of the Special Libraries Association, It 
contains descriptions of working picture collections that have been 
studied through personal visit, interview and observation. 


This list refers minly to articles found to be of practical guid- 
ance in the planning of picture collections, omitting art history 
files and governmental archives. 


GENERAL PICTURE COLLECTIONS 


Chicago Public Library combines picture files, Matilde Kelly. 
Library Journal 75:1453-57 September 15, 1950. 





A case history and good discussion on classification problems common to 
general picture collections in public libraries. 


The Hulton Picture Post Library, G. H, Gibbs-Smith. 
Journal of Documentation 6:12-24 March 1950. 





Imaginative, stimulating report on the organization and administration of a 
picture library of five million clippings, prints and photographs, “started 
from acratch." The system of classification and indexing is illustrated in 
much detail. Pictures are arranged in four main sections, coded by color; 

a three letter code is used as a notation for the subject headings, The 
author expresses his conviction that the handling of pictures demands special 
skills and background, and professional training as a librarian. While few 
picture collections can afford to adopt the costly system used at this London 
picture library, this article brings the reader fresh light on the entire 
subject of pictorial documents and will stir up new approaches to the hand- 
ling of pictures, 


The illustrations collection; its formation, classification and exploitation. 
E. V. Corbett. London: Grafton, 1941. 


A manual based on a survey of American and British picture collections in 
public libraries. Most of the suggestions derive from methods established 
at The Newark Public Library picture collection, 
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The picture collection. (The Newark Public Library Collection) Marcelle Frebault. 
; New York: H, W, Wilson, 19435. Sth ed., rev. 





The earlier editions of this manual set the pattern for picture collections 
in public libraries throughout the country. It is a thorough description 
of procedures from where to buy pictures, to how to circulate them. The 
list of subject headings has served as the basis for the arrangement of 
countless collections of picture clippings. Its limitations are inherent 
in the purpose for which the first library collections were established - 
that of serving the needs of local schools. The subject headings follow 
terminology used for book collections and have little graphic flavor. No 
general principles are established; no thread of consistency holds the 
arrangement together, The lack of planning for subdivisions and for systematic 
shift from general terms to the specific (so essential in organizing pictures) 
are just two of its weaknesses, The mnuel is far, far out of date and is 

out of print. 


The picture file in school, college, and public libraries. 
Norma 0, Ireland. Boston: Faxon, 1952. rev. ed. 


The only manual that is not completely out-of-date. It is essentially an 
adaptation of the Newark list of subject headings and as such has the same 
weaknesses and lacks value to all but the most modest collections of picture 
clippings. It is popular with PTA members and other volunteers who wish to 
set up @ picture file for school use, The source list is excellent for this 
purpose, This is not a guide for the professional librarian whose collection 
is used for extensive picture research, or serves a highly specialized public. 


Prints, pictures and photographs, May D, Hill. 
Library Trends 4:156-63 October 1955. 





A carefully prepared, informative summary of current methods and trends in 
the organization of many types of picture files including those specializing 
in art and local history; includes a bibliography. 


The treatment of special material in libraries, Robert L. Collison. 


In the chapter "Illustrative Materials" there are general comments on con- 
siderations in setting up illustrations collections, with emphasis on housing. 
He concludes that there are no adequate lists of subject headings and refers 
to the Corbett book for fuller information about pictures. Mr, Collison 
enters into the pros and cons of adding referrals to pictures in main book 
catalogs, 


PHOTOGRAPHIC PICTURE COLLECTIONS 


Filing systems for negatives and prints. Paul Vanderbilt, 
The complete photographer, New York: National Educational Alliance, 1942- 
1943. v.5t pp. 1724-1733 


This is still the best analysis and most extensive exposition of methods for 
the organization of files of negatives and prints, The text and illustrations 
form a basic guide for setting up either a specialized or general collection 
of photographs, 





LOTTE BO 
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General Motors photo department. J, Cobb and Dan Alchuk. 
Picturescope 3:15-16 October 1955. 





How a collection of two million nezatives of the history of this Company is 
organized for use in advertising and as an archive, Of special interest is 


the indexing problem which is complicated because no file of positive prints 
is maintained, 


Life picture collection, Alma Eggleston. 
Special Libraries 45:284-87 September 1954. 





How Life's picture collection (serving Time, Life and Fortune) handles 
three million photographs, with detailed description of the subject 
indexing and a chart of the flow of work, 





Look magazine picture library, William J, Sloan, 
Picturescope 2:23-4 September 1954, 





Presents clearly the arrangement of this picture reference library of Cowles 
Magazines, Inc, Over three million photographs are closely cross-indexed 
from marked copies of the publications. One set of prints is filed 
alphabetically, another numerically by negative number, 


National ‘Film Board of Canada still photo library. Dan Alchuk, 
Picturescope 2:19=20 October 1954, 





A governmental archive, for immediate as well as for permanent use, with a 
broad base of organization to achieve flexibility of purpose, Classification 
and indexing are written up in useful detail. Reflecting the function of 


this collection are the story units and the archive on the work of Canadian 
photogra phers. 


The National Geographic Society's photographic library, Caro Stillwell, 
Special Libraries 45:277-79 September 1954, 





The organization of an extensive photographic file specializing in the many 
aspects of human geography. Miss Stillwell describes the subject indexing 
on which the collection depends (540,000 cards). 


The New York Times picture library, William J, Sloan, 
Picturescope 3:10 July 1955. 





Differing from the files of picture magazines, thie is a library of two and 
one half million clippings, prints and photographs, These are arranged by 
numerical accession with a few exceptions. The subject indexing necessitated 
by this arrangement is described, 


Photographic library procedures, Camilla P, Leucke, 
Special Libraries 47:455-461 





An abstract of a manual of procedures for the International Press Service 

Photographic Library, this guide gives step by step instructions, The direct 
subject approach is stressed, The handling of negatives, captioning, mounting 
and mailing of printe are included. A lucid factual introduction to work with 
photographs, recommended for those who are starting a collection, It is much 


to be regretted that the manual, the best of its kind, is not available in 
its entirety. 
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Photojournalism; pictures for magazines and newspapers, Arthur Rothstein. 
New York: American Photographic Book Publishing Co., Inc., 1956. 


Good reading about the use of photographs, the purpose that controle the 
planning of most press files. Look's photographic library is shown in 
pictures. 


Pictorial journalism, Laura Vitray. 
New York: McGraw-Hill, 1939. pp. 402-21 


Describes a typical newspaper picture file and ite organization. 


Pictures; they deserve a good filing system, Etna M, Kelley. 
Photographic Age 1:17-19, 42 November 1946. 





The photographic archive set up as part of the public relations department 
of the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey is described as ideal for other 
industrial files. It features the use of bound contact prints as an index 
to the original negatives and prints. 


PICTORIAL CARD INDEXES 


The index of Christian art. William L. M, Burke. 
Journal of Documentation 6:6-1]1 March 1950. 





The entry in the photographic file in this collection is basically a pictorial 
index. The analysis of the subject indexing of these photographs is 
instructive for picture librarians. 


A picture index, Dr. Otto Bettmann. 
Wilson Bulletin 13:536-37 April 1939. 





In the Bettmann Archive, a commercial picture reference service, an index 
card with a miniature print was made for each picture; the subject annotated, 
indexed and cross-indexed, Illustrated, 


Reproducing photographs on index cards. Alm Eggleston, 
Special Libraries 48:429 November 1957. 





Illustrated report on the latest form of pictorial indexing as adapted to 
the needs of the Life picture collection, 


HISTORY OF PICTURE COLLECTIONS 


A brief history of the picture collection, John Austin Parker, 
Wileon Library Bulletin 30:257-58, 264 November 1955, 





On the growth of picture collections in public libraries; with a 
bibliography. 


Pictures from Abacus to Zodiac, Romana Javitz. 
The story of our time, an encyclopedia yearbook, 1955, New York: The Grolier 
Society, Inc. pp, 334-35 


Short survey of the role of pictures as part of recorded knowledge, 
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. We SEE THAT 
Picture pioneer BEECHER OGDEN celebrated his 85th birthday on 
. December 5, 1957. Best wishes from his fellow members of the 
Division . . . WAYNE HARTWELL, editorial librarian, F, &, Compton 
Company, describes the picture research involved in creating some 
600 new illustrations in the preparation of the 1957 edition of 
Compton's Pictured Encyclopedia, in "Compton Comment", the 
publisher's advertising colum, in the December issues of various library 
periodicals . . . New York Group chairman WILLIAM J. SLOAN, formerly of the 
NYPL's Picture Collection, has been appointed Film Librarian at the Library's 
Donnell Center . . . MINNA BREUER, vacationing in Cincinnati, received firset- 
hand 1958 convention news from ALICE HOOK, convention chairman; in Cleveland 
she learned from MARGARET EGAN of Western Reserve's Documentation Center that 
there is work in progress on the mechanical retrieval of pictorial information. 
. . . ARLINE CUSTER, formerly of Detroit's Archives of American Art, is now 
Special Collections Cataloger, U. S, Dept. of the Interior Library, Washington. 





PICTURE DIVISION OFFICERS 1956-1958 


Chairman: Betty Hale, Ln., Public Relations, Socony Mobil Oil Co., Inc., N.Y.,N.Y. 
Vice-Chairman (Chairman-elect): to be elected 

Secretary-Treasurer: Celestine Gilligan, Art In., Young & Rubicam, N.Y.,N.Y. 
Archivist: Louise Leak, Picture Collection, New York Public Library 


Committee Chairmen: 

Directory: Mrs, Helen Faye, Picture Ed., Textbook Dept., Harcourt Brace & Co., N.Y. 

Membership: Franziska Gay Schacht, Picture ln., Picture Collection, N.Y. Public 
Library 

Nominating: Mildred L, Joy, Chief Ln,, National Broadcasting Co., N.Y.,N.Y. 

Convention: Mrs, Alice P, Hook, Ln., Historical & Philosophical Society of Ohio, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Local coordinator: to be appointed 


PICTURESCOPE: issued quarterly as the Newsletter of the PICTURE DIVISION of 
the Special Libraries Association, 31 E, 10th St., N.Y. 3, N.Y. 


EDITORIAL BOARD: 
Editor: Minna H, Breuer, Associate Editors: Romana Javitz, Franziska Gay Schacht. 
Production: Ruth Beach, Jean McNiece, Whitney N, Morgan. 


Address commmications to the Editor: at 2 Williams Court, Albany 3, N.Y. 


NON-MEMBER'S SUBSORIPTION FOR PICTURESCOPE 
Fill in form, clip and mail to: 


Miss Celestine Gilligan Enclosed find check (payable to Celestine 
c/o Young & Rubicam, Inc. Gilligan) or stamps for $2.00 for one year's 
285 Madison Ave., N.Y. 17, N.Y. subscription to PICTURESCOPE, 

NAME Date 





Organization or Firm 








Address 





City Zone State 








